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On Thursday 9 August 30 Secondary 
Teacher  Librarians from independent, 
state and catholic schools attended a 
workshop at Aquinas College with James 
Herring from Charles Sturt University. 
We looked at our role in our schools then 
moved on to discussing potential  
implications for TLs in the new Upper 
School Outcomes Based course. Having 
such a diverse group made for some lively 
discussion. 
In the afternoon we looked at advanced 
searching as well as some different  types 
of search engines such as Kartoo, Clusty 
and Mooter. We then looked at some ex-
amples of Wikis and Blogs and discussed 
the potential use of these in schools. 
 
The day was a most enjoyable one. It was 
great to have so many TLs representing 
the different sectors and all with unique 
and sometimes challenging experiences to 
share. James was a very professional and 
charming presenter and seems to have 
enjoyed his time in Perth judging by his 
most recent Blog! 
 
Joan Overman 

On  Friday 10 August another ses-
sion was held at Christ Church 
Grammar School, combining pri-
mary and  
secondary Teacher Librarians from 
AISWA, government and  other inde-
pendent schools. The program for 
the day was similar to Thursday, 
with some joint sessions and some 
divided into the two different school 
sections.  
 
The day moved quite quickly with 
some in depth and very interesting 
discussion. Teacher Librarians are 
by nature highly connected and 
highly committed to a whole range of 
activities within our schools and 
James commented that often much of 
the over- work we find ourselves in 
is self- imposed and beyond the  
expectations of our employer. We 
need to consider carefully whether 
we are ‘fuelling the fire’ ourselves, 
or whether our employers actually 
expect us to commit ourselves to so 
many demanding tasks.  
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Most people commented on the opportu-
nity to stop and address their roles within 
their own schools and to network with 
others over programming issues.  
 
After lunch we were able to explore the 
construction of Wikis and most were 
amazed at the ease of taking the first step 
using ready-made websites. James made 
the process look very simple and gave lots 
of encouragement to begin creating our 
own as soon as possible for a whole 
range of purposes. 
 
Overall I think the workshop was very 
worthwhile with positive comments from 
all those who attended. It’s not very often 
that we are able to work collaboratively 
on programming with fellow TL’s. Most 
people wrote in their evaluation of the 
day that it was “excellent” and some even 
said that it was the most valuable PD they 
had been to in quite a while.   
 
 

 
If you’re interested in following James Her-
ring’s work you can visit his website at  
http://www.jamesherring.co.uk/  for different 
resources. 
 
James created a wiki for the Perth workshops 
that he gave, but recommends that people 
look at places like  Wikispaces  
http://www.wikispaces.com/  to begin  
creating your own.  
 
The School Library Journal also contains 
articles on wikis which are very useful:    

http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/article/
CA6438167.html? 

 
Mary Hookey 
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Hello all. Third term is coming to 
an end already. This has been a 
busy term, but aren’t they all? 
 
Bookweek brought the school  
library sharply into focus once 
again. I would like to thank the 
CBCA for their tireless work in 
promoting children’s literature. I 
attended the celebrity shortlist 
brunch and found it very  
interesting to hear the reviews of 
the books. I would like to  
congratulate all of this year’s  
winners, including, of course, 
WA’s Shaun Tan for his wonder-
ful graphic novel The Arrival. This 
year the teachers at my school  
contributed to a quiz about the 
books they would love to write. 
The students were keen to 
“readiscover” more about their 
teachers, matching each to his or 
her potential story of travel and 
adventure. Amongst the staff we 
had some Hogwarts teachers and 
the seven dwarfs, while I dressed 
up in what I considered to be a 
rather fetching “Elizabeth Ben-
nett” outfit. Some Year 7s said I 
looked like Little Bo Peep, but 
some co-workers suggested I was 
Old Mother Hubbard!  I hope you 
all found Bookweek to be as  
enjoyable and enriching as I did. 
 
Our two third term PD sessions 
with James Herring, Lecturer in 
Teacher Librarianship at Charles 
Sturt University, were very well-
attended. We are aware that ex-
perience and practices vary 
amongst those in our profession, 
from school to school. We aim to 
ensure that everyone gains from 
the professional learning  

 
 
opportunities we provide, so we 
asked James to tailor each  
session to suit either the primary 
or secondary sector. It was  
pleasing to hear all the positive 
feedback from the people who 
attended one or the other of these 
sessions. Thanks must go to  
organisers Mary Hookey and 
Joan Overman and to their 
schools, Christchurch Grammar 
School and Aquinas College, for 
providing the support staff and 
facilities. 
 
Work has begun on planning the 
joint AISWA Libraries/WASLA 
School Library Conference for 
2008. I would like to thank those 
people who have already volun-
teered to assist on the committee. 
Willing helpers are always  
welcome, so if you would like to 
join in, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. We are looking for 
great ideas for conference  
sessions, so if you have any  
suggestions regarding topics, 
presenters, displays or a venue, 
please let me or any other 
AISWA Libraries Committee 
member know. 
 
Thank you to those people who 
nominated a colleague for the 
Jean Rhodes Award. With the aid 
of some very experienced 
AISWA Libraries members and 
previous recipients, the selection 
process has been updated and is 
transparent and rigorous.  
Happily, we have received  
nominations for a number of  
candidates, which shows there 
are some very creative and  
dedicated professionals amongst 
us.  
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A shortlist has been created  
and the challenging task of  
selecting a winner is underway. 
 
The AISWA Libraries Database  
Consortium continues to offer  
discounts of 10-20% to member 
schools.  
While the National Library (ERA), 
provides access to three of the  
selected suppliers of online  
databases, we operate on a different 
subscription period, so for 2008, 
you may find it more convenient to 
continue subscribing through our 
consortium. In the longer term we 
would like schools to support the 
ERA products and hope that more 
will be available through this 
source. The ERA website is  
http://era.nla.gov.au. For more  
information about our consortium, 
see inside this newsletter.  
Information can also be obtained 
from the AISWA Libraries Inc 
website, or by contacting  
Margaret Chapple,  
mchapple@mlc.wa.edu.au,  
or Joan Overman, 
Joan.Overman@aquinas.wa.edu.au 
 
The AGM this year will be at  
Penrhos Senior Resource Centre on 
8 November. We would welcome 
some fresh faces and fresh ideas, so 
please consider nominating for a 
position on the committee. 
 
 
Cathy Dale 
dalec@penrhos.wa.edu.au 
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St Stephen’s School Carramar : 
 Claire Bentley is took a well deserved 
break in Term 3 and Simone Andrews 
was acting Head of Library. 
 

Perth College : 
Brenda Clover is off on maternity leave. We 
wish her a safe delivery. 
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AISWA LIBRARIES FAREWELLS ANNE BURKE 
 
Anne Burke has decided to retire from the position of Library Technician 
at Mercedes College.  Anne will now be found in South Yunderup, where 
she had relocated to earlier this year. Anne plans to spend time with her 
family. With four children and five grandchildren, she is sure to be kept 
busy! 
 
Anne was featured in our GTK column in the May edition of this newsletter 
this year. 
 
Anne was the  creative force behind the AISWA Libraries Website and our 
webmaster.  We are grateful for the hard work Anne put into the Website, 
to enhance our public profile. Anne was a committee member for the past 
three years and a member of the AISWA Libraries/WASLA School Library 
Conference committee. She will be missed and we wish her  a happy 
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It has been a busy Term 3. AISWA Libraries has again offered quality professional development to our members. 
Read Mary and Joan’s reports on the James Herring days.  
We are fortunate in WA to have two very active professional associations as well as a variety of other opportunities 
for Professional Development. I attended the opening of Book Week at the Alexander Library, at which the CBC 
celebrated the 30th anniversary of the make your own Picture Book competition. Shaun Tan’s winning school entry 
was on display (Shaun won prizes twice during his school career).  
During Book Week, I also took advantage of a free tour of the wonderful National Treasures exhibition, at the  
Museum. On the same day, I attended a very entertaining debate at the Alexander Library. The WA debating team 
was joined by the eloquent and humorous Grant Stone and Professor Gary Maddern to debate the topic “Libraries: 
Trash or treasure—Are Libraries still important in our technological age?” Of course, the affirmative team won! 
Did you take advantage of your local Public Library’s program for Book Week, or perhaps attend the annual All 
Saints Literature Festival? 
How did you celebrate Book Week? I have included some photographs of our annual “Mock Tails” and other 
events.    Please send in your photographs, so we can publish them in the newsletter or on the website. 
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Kirra Somerville, author of “The Lizard Gang” officially opened Children’s 
Book week 2007 opening event at the Alexander Library. Kirra was a con-
fident, articulate speaker. It was wonderful to hear a student who is only 
just 12 years old speak with such authority. 
 
Doug McLeod was the visiting author this year and he was an engaging 
speaker. Doug conducted workshops with luck prizewinners after the 
awards ceremony.  
   
This year, the Children’s Book Council celebrated the 30th anniversary of 
the Make Your Own Story Book Competition. Past award winners include 
Shaun Tan (who won two awards whilst he was still in school). One of 
Shaun’s winning entries was on display in the foyer of the Alexander Li-
brary. There are nine categories, with  3-4 prizes awarded in each cate-
gory.  
 
Visit the CBCWA website for details of the MYOSB competition and en-
courage your  
English staff to enter. Or, better still, enter your own students! 
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Term 4 

Week Date Details Venue Time 

 22 October 
2007 

 
8 November 

2007 

International School Library day 
 
 
AISWA Libraries Inc. AGM 

 
 
 

Penrhos 

 
 
 
4pm for a 4.15pm 
start 
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President:           Cathy Dale   Penrhos College   president@aiswalibraries.org.au �
Secretary:           Mimma Sardi  Lumen Christi College  secretary@aiswalibraries.org.au �
Treasurer:  Sue Cameron  All Saints’ College            treasurer@aiswalibraries.org.au �
Newsletter editor: Dee Cunninghame  St Stephen’s School  newsletter@aiswalibraries.org.au �
Website:           Anne Bourke  Mercedes College   webmaster@aiswalibraries.org.au �
 

 

Committee members: 

 Margaret Chapple  Santa Maria College   chma@santamaria.wa.edu.au 

 Marie Clarke   Frederick Irwin Anglican School clarkem@frederickirwin.wa.edu.au   

 Michelle Gibbings  Wesley College Junior School  mgibbings@wesley.wa.edu.au 

 Mary Hookey  Christ Church Grammar Prep School mhookey@ccgs.wa.edu.au 

 Joan Overman  Aquinas College Junior School  Joan.Overman@aquinas.wa.edu.au  
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Howard Rheingold—keynote speaker at ASLA Bienniel Conference 2007 
http://www.rheingold.com/howard/ 
 
Citizendium  : Building a better Wikipedia 
http://arteschina.com/articles/culture/citizendium.ars 
 
Measuring Blog success 
http://elearningtech.blogspot.com/2007/05/measuring-blog-success.html 
 
“Websites introduce teens to social networking” 
http://eschoolnews.com/news/showstoryts.cfm?Articleid=7254 
 
Read the  “School Librarian’s  manifesto” at 
http://liblogs/albany.edu/library20/2006/11/a_librarians-20-manifesto-html 
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 DISCOVERY 
TRAIL  
SCAVENGER 
HUNT. 
 
 
 
We held a scavenger  
hunt over two days,  
with clues set around  the school.  
The students collected a trail guide from the 
Library with clues. It was really popular.  
We had a grand prize draw which was well 

 
Our annual  
MOCKTAILS 
event  
was attended by  
80 staff and students  
(invitation only).  
 
The Year 11 Hospitality students cater for us (as 
their client). We give them our details and theme 
and they supply staff, food and decorations (and 
clean up afterwards!). They do a wonderful job, 
as you can see! 

                                                     
“LIVE TEACHERS  
                                                         
READING”  
                                                        
(another tradition)  

 
 
 
Two different staff members each day are invited to 
bring their favourite book(s) to the library.  
They have “thrones” placed in a strategic place for  
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If the name of your school is listed below, we have received your subscription for 2007. 
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      John XXIII College M 24 

All Saints’ College – Senior M 1 John Wollaston Anglican CS M 23 

All Saints' College – Junior M 2 Josephine Kelly MA 12
7 

Aquinas College – Senior M 3 Kingsway Christian College M 88 

      Lake Joondalup Baptist College M 75 

      Lumen Christi College M 77 

Aquinas College – Junior M 108 Mackillop Catholic College C 12
3 

Aranmore Catholic Primary School M 109 Mandurah Catholic College M 79 

Aranmore Catholic Senior College M 4 Mazenod College M 28 

Armadale Christian College M 5 Mercedes College M 80 

Canning Vale College MA 69 Mercy College M 29 

Carmel High School M 8 Methodist Ladies College – Senior M 30 

Chisholm Catholic College M 9 Mount Lawley Senior High School MA 11
4 

Christ Church Grammar – Senior M 12 Newman College – Senior M 11
5 

Christ Church Grammar – Prep M 11 Ocean Forest Lutheran College C 11
6 

Corpus Christi College M 13 Our Lady of Grace School M 33 

      Padbury Catholic Primary School MA 70 

Emmanuel Catholic College M 110 Penrhos College – Senior M 35 

Frederick Irwin Anglican School C 15 Perth College SCM Resource Centre M 37 

      Perth Modern School MA 11
7 

Georgiana Molloy Anglican School C 111    

Geraldton Grammar School C 72    

Guildford Grammar School – Prep M 16    

Guildford Grammar School – Senior M 17    

Hale School – Senior M 18    

Helena College – Senior M 19    

Infant Jesus Primary School M 112    

Iona Presentation College M 74    

Irene McCormack Catholic College M 113    

John Calvin Christian College M 20    

John Septimus Roe Anglican School M 22       

Red Font = Membership type.   Blue Font = Membership number. 
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If the name of your school is listed below, we have received your subscription for 2007. 
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For those schools who wish to join please download the Membership Form available from the 
AISWA Libraries Inc. web page http://www.ptcwa.wa.edu.au/~aiswaweb/ 

John XXIII College M 24       
John Wollaston Anglican CS M 23 St Stephen’s School – Primary M 58 

Josephine Kelly MA 127 St Stephen’s School – Duncraig M 57 

Kingsway Christian College M 88 Trinity College – Senior M 62 

Lake Joondalup Baptist College M 75 Tuart College MA 122 

Lumen Christi College M 77 Ursula Frayne College – Primary M 83 

Mackillop Catholic College C 123 Wesley College – Junior M 64 

Mandurah Catholic College M 79 Wesley College – Senior M 63 

Mazenod College M 28       

Mercedes College M 80 Winthrop & Somerville Baptist M 65 

Mercy College M 29       

Methodist Ladies College – Senior M 30       

Mount Lawley Senior High School MA 114       

Newman College – Senior M 115       

Ocean Forest Lutheran College C 116       

Our Lady of Grace School M 33       

Padbury Catholic Primary School MA 70       

Penrhos College – Senior M 35       

Perth College SCM Resource Centre M 37       

Perth Modern School MA 117       

Red Font = Membership type.   Blue Font = Membership number. 
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The Australian School Libraries Research 
Project 

A partnership between the Australian School Library Association (ASLA), 
the Australian Library and Information Association (ALIA) and 

Edith Cowan University (ECU). 

General information about the project. 
· Target participants  

· Survey 1: Australian School Libraries – State of the nationPerson in charge of the school library. 

· Survey 2: Australian School Library Personnel and rolesAll school library personnel eg. teacher librarian, librar-
ian, teacher, library technician, library officer/assistant/clerk, library volunteer 

·  

Survey Preparation Document - Download this document before you begin 
· Survey dates  

· Survey 1: Australian School Libraries – State of the nationRuns from 15 October - 2 November 2007. 

· Survey 2: Australian School Library Personnel and rolesRuns from 15 October - 2 November 2007. 

 

© 2007 ECU - Disclaimer - Feedback - CRICOS Institution Provider Code 00279B 
http://www.chs.ecu.edu.au/portals/ASLRP/index.php updated October 12, 2007 16:04 

The Policy Advisory Group is a joint committee of the Australian School Library Association (ASLA) and the Aus-
tralian Library and Information Association (ALIA). It was formed in 2002 and part of its brief was to gather statis-
tical information about school libraries. The survey is a result of the work of this committee in partnership with 

The survey aims to build an accurate snapshot of all school libraries in Australia by gather-
ing useable and ongoing data about collections, resource levels, budgets and personnel. 
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