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With a deliberately provocative as well as
alliterative title, this topic obviously
touched a nerve and attracted much in-
terest in the school community. A large
audience gathered in the bright, cheerful
surrounds of the newly revamped St
Hilda's library to hear a panel discuss the
merits of various contentious titles. Their
reading list is included at the end of this
article.

Ably chaired by Pam Buselich, who
opened with a quote on various interpre-
tations of censorship from Ethics Vol 1,
2005 by John K Roth, the panel of Brian
Beare (Teacher/Librarian at St Brigid’s),
Chloe Mauger (Past CBCA Judge, Past
CBCA(WA) President and current Pre-
mier's Award Judge), Kate McCaffery
(English teacher and author) and Canon
Frank Sheehan (Christ Church Grammar
School) were first asked for their opinions
on censorship.

Brian urged us to consider shock-
ing as opposed to disturbing ma-
terial and maintains that modern
readers are not shocked by terri-
bly much. He feels that our stu-
dents have the right to read any-
thing and that we should not be
their moral guardians. Offering
readers realistic fiction (eg, Nine-
teen Minutes by Jodi Picoult)
which gives them insight into the
world we live in, as well as books
which offer alternative readings is
important. Giving students chal-
lenging texts forces them to reas-
sess how they think about the
world.

For Chloe, the selection policy is
critical and our selection of texts
should match the ethos of our
workplace. There is simply no
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(From page 1)

substitute for reading the books yourself.
You must read anything controversial your-
self, then apply the policy and consult with
colleagues. Censorship decisions should
not be up to one person.

Kate favours common sense censorship

within a library especially where the collec-
tion is able to be divided into age-
appropriate sections.

A range of resources is needed and read-
ing realistic “issues-based” fiction is like
“holding up a mirror and reflecting life
back”. The school environment is often the
best place for students to read confronting
books about contentious issues, where
teachers and TLs can discuss them.

Frank regards under-reaction as preferable

as a way of dealing with such books and
says that sometimes difficult issues such
as paedophilia, when broached sensitively
via a class text, under the guidance of a
responsible adult such as a teacher, can be
cathartic. He questioned why have books
such as Dear Miffy by John Marsden in the
collection if they are not available to all?
Books have merit if they are a true reflec-
tion of life.

Pam then posed the question: are any sub-
jects in Young Adult literature considered
taboo?

Brian — “No, everything should be available
to all readers, with the exception of pornog-
raphy. Readers are pretty discerning and
able to opt out and not finish a book if they
find it too disturbing.”

Frank - “Paedophilia”.

Kate — “The quality of writing is the impor-
tant factor. No issues are taboo. It's not the
subject matter so much as the tone or in-
tention which is critical. Books need a
strong moral centre.”

Chloe — “Victimisation of a helpless victim,
someone being trapped in a hopeless
situation.”

Pam remarked that when we read aloud to
students we are forced to notice language in
the text that we might gloss over when we
read to ourselves. This begs the question: is
explicit language becoming more acceptable
or are we becoming immune to it?

Brian and Kate agree that we need to give
kids credit for being discerning in what they
select and read. Frank reckons that YA
readers would find works contrived if they
were not realistic, and he questions our defi-
nition of obscenity. “Obscenity is not seeing
someone’s pubic hair, rather seeing a young
girl on fire by napalm.” In response to media
criticism of “The Golden Compass” he said
there is a need for an intelligent book for
young adults on how cults and extremists of
any religion “mess with your head.” We need
intelligent dialogue to enable and empower
young people.

Various comments from the floor discussed
resourcing the Year 7 collection in high
schools from 2009/10 and being able to seg-
regate various parts of the collection. San-
dra Naude described the St Hilda’'s Star Col-
lection from which those students are en-
couraged to borrow, although they still have
access to the entire collection. Several peo-
ple remarked how parents were happy to
allow their children unsupervised computer,
telephone and internet access yet wanted to
control their reading. Perhaps this is their
last bastion of control and books are a me-
dium which they understand whereas blogs,
MySpace, iPods and Facebook are not.



In conclusion Brian suggested that we might
give parents the opportunity to see what their
children are reading and invite them to the li-
brary, if not on a regular basis then at least on
special occasions such as during Book Week.
Let them feel a part of what their children are
reading and create a “powerhouse of reading” in
your school.

As always, there are no easy answers when it
comes to selecting suitable resources for your
collection. Some schools have strict guidelines
based on their religious affiliations, others have
rigid selection policies. Most of us, | suspect, are
somewhere in between. Either way, panel dis-
cussions such as this are a healthy way of airing
various issues and finding out what other people
are doing.

Whilst it may seem like stating the obvious, | be-
lieve that our first task as collection managers
should be to read controversial or contentious
books ourselves and only then to seek other re-
spected opinions if in doubt about including
them. Am | alone in being dismayed at the re-
cent proliferation of questions on watlnet about
the merit of various titles, prefaced by the phrase
“I haven't read it myself, but...”

Thanks and congratulations to the AISWA
Libraries committee for hosting such an interest-
ing and timely professional development session
and thanks to the St Hilda’s library staff for their
hospitality.

Jan Nicholls

The recommended reading list given to the
panel members*.

Destroying Avalon Kate McCaffrey

Good girls Laura Ruby
The Island Armin Greder
Nineteen minutes Jodi Picoult

We need to talk about Kevin Lionel Shriver

Dear Miffy John Marsden
Night Train Judith Clarke
Sexy Joyce Carol Oates

John Green
Melanie Woss

Looking for Alaska
Alone by myself

Blue Sue Mayfield

The Burn Journals Brent Runyon

33 Snowfish Adam Rapp
Bad Boy Michael Glicksman
Before | die Jenny Downham

*Please note that not every title on this list was
mentioned in discussion.

Other titles mentioned during the discus-
sion:

The Lovely Bones Alice Sebold

The Collector John Fowles
Teacher’'s Dead Benjamin Zephaniah
Go ask Alice Anonymous

Junk Melvin Burgess

Our little secret Allayne Webster

Letters to a princess  Libby Hathorn
His Dark Materials Philip Pullman
The Tenth Circle Jodi Picoult
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Hi everybody,

Term two brought with it a crisp chill in the
air and refreshing rain, with students crowd-
ing into the school library to curl up and read
in a cosy, warm spot. It is always nice to
know those students feel so comfortable in
our libraries and that we provide the sorts of
books they love to read. | hope you have all
had the chance to do some reading too,
given your busy schedules.

Our Term One professional learning ses-
sion, “Sex, suicide and the teacher librarian”
was very successful, with a stimulating
panel discussion and a large appreciative
audience. | would like to thank the panel
members, Chloe Mauger, Kate McCaffrey,
Brian Beare and Canon Frank Sheehan for
sharing their views so candidly. Thanks too,
to Pam Buselich, who lead the discussion
with well-considered, pertinent questions.
Thanks must also go to Judy Christopher
and St Hilda’s for hosting the event. It

proved to be a valuable learning opportunity.

Our next opportunity to network and learn
was the School Library Conference on 13
and 14 June. With the theme of “Avenues to
the future”, the conference promised to give
you new ideas for library presentation and
promotion, information management, use of
technology and, of course, literature appre-
ciation in the years ahead. Unfortunately |
was unable to attend due to ill-health, but |
was a member of the planning committee
and from all accounts it was a great suc-
cess. | have actually heard back that it was
“the best one yet”. Well, you can’t ask for
more than that. | would like to thank every-
one on the planning committee, particularly
our convenor, Jane Graham, and our organ-
iser, Gillian Skeggs. Their calm and profes-
sional approach ensured that we were fo-
cussed and well organised. Well done, to
everyone else on the committee; there were
many aspects to organise and the work was
accomplished with commitment and good
humour.

Please see elsewhere in this newsletter for
more reports about the conference.

On 1 September AISWA Libraries is proud
to be hosting the seminar with Ross Todd,
“Leading Learning: a guided inquiry ap-
proach”, which will address our role in infor-
mation literacy development. We are de-
lighted to be able to offer a significant dis-
count to our members who work in Inde-
pendent Schools, so | hope that many of
you will take advantage of this opportunity.
For more information and to register,
please see page 11 of this newsletter.

During Term One we had our AISWA Li-
braries records properly archived. Many
thanks must go to Trish Montgomery for
the timely manner in which she sifted
through, organised, recorded and stored
our documents. | can assure you she has
made a vast improvement in this area! We
have also improved the way we manage
our current membership details, by having
them entered into a comprehensive new
database.

Our next plan is to improve our website by
providing more information about profes-
sional learning opportunities. We would
welcome input from our members. If you
know of a short session, seminar or confer-
ence that's coming up and would like to
alert the rest of us to it, please contact any
of our committee members. We would also
welcome reports of any valuable sessions
that you have recently attended.

I hope the rest of Term Two will be produc-
tive and enjoyable for you and that the holi-
days will refresh and prepare you for the
challenges of a busy Term Three.

Cathy Dale



More than two hundred people from
school libraries all over WA gathered at
Wesley College on Saturday 14" June
to participate in the School Library Con-
ference. For me the SLC has always
been a very important event in the
school library calendar, an opportunity
to keep up-to-date with what is happen-
ing in the world of school libraries, to
share ideas, to learn about new tech-
nology, to catch up with old (and not so
old!) friends and to make new ones.
This year was no exception. From the
two excellent keynote speakers to the
many workshops on offer and colourful
trade displays, this year's conference
certainly met my expectations.

After Jane Graham’s welcome, dele-
gates listened to Kevin Hennah, the first
keynote speaker of the day. His very
entertaining session Transforming your
library on a shoe-string budget had lots
of tips and suggestions on small im-
provements that could make a huge dif-
ference. Some things were so obvious
I’'m sure many of us wondered why we
hadn’t already thought of it! Colour,
signage and overall image play an im-
portant part in promoting your library to
your users.

After a break for morning tea, delegates
gathered once more to listen to Dr Jim
Mullaney, the second keynote speaker of
the conference. Library 2.0: what the
read-write web might mean for libraries
looked at how collaborative technologies
have become an everyday means of
communicating amongst students. Jim
put forward the concept that rather than
create blanket bans on the use of these
technologies within our schools, we
should develop guidelines that make use
of them and incorporate them into the
learning process.

An extended break for lunch gave every-
one an opportunity to not only partake of
the delicious food provided (and enjoy
the stunning view from Wesley's staff
room), but also take time out to visit the
trade displays, entering all the various
competitions and of course exploring all
they had to offer in terms of services and
resources.

An event like this only happens with a lot
of hard work from a small group of peo-
ple. I'm sure | am not alone in congratu-
lating the SLC(WA) Committee on a job
well done.

Mimma Sardi
Library Manager
Lumen Christi College
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Friday 13 June saw a multitude of li-
brary professionals gather at Wesley
College to hear the first keynote
speaker of the conference. The eve-
ning began with a Welcome to Country
ceremony which included traditional
Aboriginal dance performed by the
Moorditj Mob. This stirring performance
by the Indigenous students of Wesley
was followed by a brief welcome from
the Headmaster David Gee and a
thank you to the sponsors from Confer-
ence Convenor Jane Graham.

The stage was then set for 90 minutes
of dynamic inspiration and professional
advice in the form of Kevin Hennah.

Kevin, with his retail consultancy back-
ground, quickly established the con-
nection between libraries and retail for
his audience, pointing out that like
shops we also need to maximise
productivity of our space and improve
overall presentation and image of our
school libraries. He invited us to chal-
lenge the traditional ideas about design
and layout and to view our libraries
from our customers’ perspective. There
were comparisons to Monopoly Boards
and a suggestion that we discover
“what’s hot” and rethink our seating
arrangements (just for starters!)

Slat walls, Ashwood, inspiration pods
and full retro chic all got a mention and
the Power Point slides separated the
positive

from the negative in no
uncertain terms.
Examples of what not
to do in your library
bought nervous giggles of recognition
from many in the audience, just as the
funky futuristic colours and

designs induced a unanimous
response of “ooohhhs” and “aaahhhhs”
as we all fantasized about our Dream
Library.

One and a half hours passed in a flash
under the tutelage of Mr

Hennah and left those who were
attending his other session on Satur-
day eager for more. One left the audi-
torium buzzing with ideas and feeling
like you couldn’t wait to get back to
school on Monday so you could start
experimenting (which, you must

admit, is an unusual feeling to have on
a Friday night!) And as TLs stand in
the entry way of their libraries across
the State and survey the scene for bad
signage, dodgy displays and crass
carpet boards, Kevin will know that his
mission was indeed accomplished at
the School Libraries Conference WA
2008.

Michelle Pritchard
Director of Library Services
Guildford Grammar School

Kevin Hennah’s website is at:
www.kevinhennah.com
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Why are graphic novels suddenly the “in” thing? This Queenie started drawing manga/comics back in

session was a discussion from three different authors/ 1998, halfway through the year, mainly to es-
illustrators, about how graphic novels require reading cape university life and how incredibly boring it

to be quite different, to novels or even picture books. was. She had been a manga fan ever since
she was 10, but was never interested in draw-
The crowd was huge. Many younger audience partici- ing before. Nor had she had any art training
pants filled the auditorium waiting to listen to the guru (though that is no longer a disadvantage).She
of the graphic novel — Neil Gaiman . He didn’t disap- knew she had artistic abilities, but had never

point. He spoke of the graphic novel as a “thick” comic  once thought of applying it to drawing manga,
which could be sold in bookshops and placed in librar-  until one day, while leafing through a copy of
ies. In 1986 he was a journalist and at that time he Rurouni Kenshin (by Watsuki Nobuhiro),she
knew that exciting things were soon to happen. thought to myself... “Hey, maybe | can do this.”
And so it all began...
He believes that pictures are legitimate and words are
legitimate, so why are comics thought of as “sub liter-
ate”? He says that the information track is being as-
similated through pictures and through words. What
we are getting is astonishingly effective ways of as-
similating information. And we are also getting an art
form.

Nicki Greenberg was the last speaker. She
spoke about her adaptation of F Scott Fitzger-
ald’s book “The Great Gatsby”.

Nicki is a Melbourne-based comic artist, illus-
trator and lawyer. In 1990 she wrote and illus-
trated The Digits, a series of twelve children's
books, selling 400,000 copies in Australia and
New Zealand. Spin-off merchandise included
greeting cards, giftwraps and stickers. The
Great Gatsby is her first graphic novel and the
graphic adaptation of The Great Gatsby
brought together Nicki’'s passion for literature
and her love of sequential art. Painstakingly
constructed over six years, her work is an
enormous tribute to F Scott Fitzgerald’s novel,
an exuberant “arrangement” of the brilliant jazz
of the original.

There is now a huge demand for graphic novels. The
guestion arose — “Where should they be placed in a
library? His response was that graphic novels are a
medium, not a genre”.

Queenie Chan gave a power point presentation which
focused on her passion — the art of Manga, its history
and its influences. Osamu Tezuka,was the originator of
Astro Boy which came into being in the 1950’s and
1960’s. Manga graphic novels characters are depicted
with big eyes and small mouths and they are not really
suitable for children. It is an adult form of the graphic

novel. The session on graphic novels was enjoyed by

all attendees and opened our eyes to the many
and varied forms available today. What a ses-
sion!

GLENDA CROTHERS

TEACHER LIBRARIAN

GUILDFORD PREPARATORY SCHOOL

There is one culture of Manga Art for teenage boys
and one for teenage girls. Graphic novels for girls are
more emotional and there is a huge market for these
books in Japan. 40% of all printed material in Japan is
Manga. The Manga Graphic Novels are printed on
cheap paper.
Readers read the
material and then
throw it away. All
Manga novels are
printed in black
and white. Itis
Japan’s “soft
power”.

Some of the WA attendees at the CBC National Conference “All the
Wild Wonders”in Melbourne. Photo : Sue Ruse




| attended an inspirational PD session ear-
lier this year at the State Reference Library
which greatly impressed me at the time
and continues to influence my ideas for the
implementation of Library 2.0 and the fu-
ture of information services at Guildford
Grammar School.

The session was compiled and presented
by Michael Stephens, Ph.D. who is cur-
rently Assistant Professor in the Graduate
School of Library and Information Science
at Dominican University in River Forest,
lllinois. Michael’s passion for the practical
application of technology in libraries was
soon apparent as he led an informal but
stimulating discussion for over 3 hours.

Michael explained the importance of ex-
ploring how trends and technologies can
enhance libraries and make them partici-
patory and open to change: “By structuring
the transparent library for constant and
purposeful change we reduce the negative

$

impact that change has on both the staff
and user. Incorporating change into the
organization through creative teams and
open lines of communication allows the
transparent library to add new tools, re-
spond to changing community needs, and
move ahead with new initiatives without
shaking up the foundation.”

| would thoroughly recommend that if you
are interested in technology, innovation,
and libraries to check out Michael’s weblog
“Tame the Web”, which was launched in
2003 and has since grown into a commu-
nity of over 5,000 subscribers.

Michelle Pritchard
Director of Library Services
Guildford Grammar School

Tame the Web can be found at
http://tametheweb.com/
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SCLWA SPEAKERS’ PAGE

http://www.slcwa.com.au/speakers

KEVIN HENNAH'S WEBSITE

www.kevinhennah.com

DR JIM MULLANEY : FUTURE PD

www.futurepd.org

NORMAN JORGENSEN

http://www.slcwa.com.au/tpl/downloads/

norman_jorgensen_profile.pdf

KATE MCCAFFREY

www.katemccaffrey.com
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ELAINE FORRESTAL

http://www.slcwa.com.au/tpl/downloads/
forrestal elaine.pdf

JULIA LAWRINSON
http://www.julialawrinson.com.au/
KAREN TAYLEUR

http://www.bdb.com.au/authors _illustrators/
tayleur_karen

BEVAN MCGUINESS

http://www.slcwa.com.au/tpl/downloads/
Bevan McGuiness.pdf
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All Saints College Junior Library
All Saints College Senior Library
Aquinas College Junior Library
Aquinas College Senior Library
Aranmore Catholic College
Armadale Christian College
Belridge Senior High School
Canning Vale College
Carmel High School
Chisholm Catholic College
Christ Church Grammar Snr School
Christchurch Prep School
Churchlands Senior High School
Corpus Christi College
Frederick Irwin Anglican School
Geraldton Grammar School
Guildford Grammar Prep School
Guildford Grammar School Snr
Library
Hale School Senior Library
Helena College Senior School
Hospital School Services
Infant Jesus Primary School
lona Presentation College
John Calvin Christian College
John Curtin College of the Arts
John Septimus Roe ACS Snr Library
John Septimus Roe Anglican
Community School Junior
John Wollaston Anglican
Community School

John XXIII College

Kalamunda Christian School
Kingsway Christian College

Kolbe Catholic College LRC

La Salle College

Lake Joondalup Baptist College
Lumen Christi College

MacKillop Catholic College
Mandurah Catholic College
Mazenod College

Mercedes College

Mercy College

Methodist Ladies College Jnr Library
Methodist Ladies' College Snr Library
Midland Christian School

Mount Lawley Senior High School

Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Associate
Metropolitan Associate
Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Associate
Metropolitan Independent
Country Independent
Country Independent

Metropolitan Independent

Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Associate
Metropolitan Associate
Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Associate

Metropolitan Independent

Metropolitan Independent

Metropolitan Independent

Metropolitan Independent

Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Independent
Country Independent
Country Independent
Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Independent
Metropolitan Independent

Metropolitan Associate
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Murdoch College Metropolitan Independent

Newman College Metropolitan Independent
Our Lady of Grace Primary School Metropolitan Independent
Padbury Catholic Primary Metropolitan Associate
Penrhos College Junior Library Metropolitan Independent
Penrhos College Senior Library Metropolitan Independent
Perth College Metropolitan Independent
Perth Modern School Metropolitan Associate
Peter Moyes Anglican
Community School Metropolitan Independent
Prendiville Catholic College Metropolitan Independent
Presbyterian Ladies' College Metropolitan Independent
Rossmoyne Senior High School Metropolitan Associate
Santa Maria College Metropolitan Independent
Schools of Isolated &
Distance Education Metropolitan Associate
Scotch College Junior Library Metropolitan Independent

Scotch College Senior Library
Servite College

Metropolitan Independent

Metropolitan Independent
Seton Catholic College Metropolitan Independent
Shenton College Metropolitan Associate
St Anthony's School Library Metropolitan Independent
St Hilda's Anglican School
Senior Library Metropolitan Independent
St Joseph's School Country Independent
St Mark's Anglican
Community School Metropolitan Independent
St Mary's AGS Senior Library Metropolitan Independent
St Mary's Anglican Girls'
School Junior Library Metropolitan Independent
St Michael's Catholic
Primary School Country Independent
St Michael's School Metropolitan Independent
St Norbert College Metropolitan Independent
St Stephen's School
Carramar Campus Metropolitan Independent
St Stephen's School
Secondary Duncraig Metropolitan Independent
Tranby College Metropolitan Independent
Trinity College Snr Library Metropolitan Independent
Tuart College Metropolitan Associate
Ursula Frayne Catholic

College Duncan St Campus Metropolitan Independent
Wesley College Jnr Library Metropolitan Independent
Wesley College Snr Library Metropolitan Independent

Winthrop Baptist College Metropolitan Independent



